January 19, 2000

M
To: Field Managers, Nevada
Deputy State Directors and Office Chiefs, NSO
From: State Director, Nevada
Subject: Nevada Bureau of Land Management’ s @@sure P/ for \Wals for

Hardrock Mining Activities

ISSUE: A number of mining operations that wereoriging ed in the 1980's have or are
preparing to cease mining operations. Several Bures ang et (BLM) field offices
have raised issues concening closure or final redamation proces the Surface
Management Regulations (43 CFR 3809) for theg pons. The ange from the
adequacy of the original National Environmeg EPA) 9Mpliance documentation
to specific technical issues such as land apgation 0 dg

Under the guidance of the Nevada B tate Lg ' o, o task force was formed to
address these issues, including forngs poli P h a guidance document. Make up of
the task force included field and ga¥* office ¢ 2l managers.

The policy Nt Was pr pordination with the Federal and State
regulato gcies. | PON, input was solicited from interest groups,
including ‘ )mental groups.

POLICY: ltis
mining oper il

BLM that reclamation, including closure, of hardrock
pleted in a proper manner to ensure the protection of
hdiction. It isthe responsibility of the BLM to protect the long

osure will be reviewed and approved by the authorized officer under 43 CFR 3809.
Any Federal decision to approve a modification to an approved Plan of Operations, including
changesto the closure plan, must be in compliance with the requirements of NEPA.

It isthe policy of the Nevada BLM to coordinate and collaborate to the fullest extent practical
with the State regulatory agencies responsible for the permitting and oversight of mine



reclamation and closure ectivities. Where appropriate, the BLM will utilize the State
environmental regulatory requirements, guidance and standards as the base for its analyses and
reviews. The BLM recognizes the State’ s authority under the Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking
Water Act, and Nevada Groundwater Protection Act and in carrying out its responsibilities under
FLPMA will rely on the State’ s decisions pursuant to that authority.

long-term mai ntenance and monitoring costs. Surety bo
instrument will be maintan to ensure the public isnot fi

should be directed to Dr. Tom Olsen, B
Management at 775-861-6451.



